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and ladies of the Court, sent messages of encour-
agement, together with garments and luxuries
for distribution to the wounded. Many tracts
were, of course, sent to her for distribution to the
patients, but Florence had no sympathy with those
who wanted tracts to be handed out to the
wounded and sick. " I said that I distributed
them," she writes, ** whether to the fire or not, I
did not say.**
Florence could feel that her work would not
pass with the end of the campaign, and that she
was building up a system that would endure*
Sidney Herbert wrote that the reorganisation of
the medical service and the introduction, of
trained male attendants in military hospitals was
almost certain to be adopted in accordance with
her views. The plan to maintain a store at Con-
stantinople,, under the control of the British
Government, for the reception of goods intended
for transport across the Bosphorus had also been
favourably considered, and Florence was satisfied
that the authorities at home were now recognising
the souiKiQess of her judgment. In February
1855 caxoe news of a minor reform which sfee
had advocated and which the Queen had ordered
to be carried out* The sum of j^L was deducted
from the pay of wounded soldiers during their
period in hospital, but sick soldiers were mulcted
in double that amount Florence had pointed
out that soldiers were as little culpable when they
fell a victim to disease as to an enemy bollet, and
that therefore 4|rf. should be die deduction in both